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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

HONORING THE SERVICE OF TOM
BUTT

HON. MARK DeSAULNIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 6, 2023

Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the service of Tom Butt as he re-
tires from his position as Mayor of Richmond.

Throughout his life, Tom has demonstrated
his passion and commitment to his commu-
nity. Tom has proudly served the City of Rich-
mond for 27 years as a City Councilmember
and as Mayor since 2014. Tom is also active
with a variety of organizations including the
League of California Cities Environmental
Quality Policy Committee, Local Agency For-
mation Commission, San Francisco Bay Con-
servation and Development Commission, West
Contra Costa Transportation Advisory Com-
mittee, Contra Costa Transportation Authority,
and Marin Clean Energy (MCE).

During his time on the City Council, Tom
has played a critical role in many projects
which have helped to improve the City and
have supported countless Richmond residents.
Tom spearheaded efforts to establish a $35
million Promise Program aimed at promoting a
college-going culture among Richmond youth,
the largest of such programs in California. Fur-
ther, he helped to save Richmond residents
millions of dollars on electricity costs and
worked to lower greenhouse gas emissions
tluough his work with MCE. Tom also cham-
pioned the adoption of a Historic Preservation
Ordinance, which established the Historic
Preservation Commission focused on saving
and rehabilitating Richmond’s most iconic his-
toric buildings. Tom has also worked tirelessly
to improve transportation within Richmond and
the greater Bay Area, overseeing the comple-
tion of the ferry terminal and operation of the
Richmond—San Francisco ferry service.

In addition to his mayoral duties, Tom is the
principal-in-charge of the Interactive Re-
sources architectural firm. He is also the
founder of two non-profit organizations, East
Brother Light Station, Inc. which restored and
continues to operate the East Brother Light
Station, and Rosie the Riveter Trust who is a
non-profit partner with the Rosie the Riveter
WWIlI Home Front National Historical Park.

Our office was proud to work alongside Mayor
Butt to get a bill to add the Nystrom Elemen-
tary School to the Rosie the Riveter WWII
Home Front National Historical Park this past
ear.

y Tom’s advocacy and leadership have made
a positive impact in Richmond and the East
Bay. Please join me in congratulating Tom
Butt on his retirement after 27 years of public
service.

——————

INTRODUCTION OF THE
WASHINGTON, D.C. ADMISSION ACT

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, January 6, 2023

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
introduce the District of Columbia statehood
bill, formally known as the Washington, D.C.
Admission Act. This bill, which the House
passed in the 116th and 117th Congresses, is
the most important bill | introduce each Con-
gress.

The nearly 700,000 D.C. residents, who
have all the obligations of American citizen-
ship, including paying all federal taxes and
serving in the armed forces, are denied voting
representation in Congress and full local self-
government. This bill would give D.C. resi-
dents the voting representation in Congress
and full local self-government they have been
denied for more than 220 years. To be content
with less than statehood is to concede the
equality of citizenship that is the birthright of
D.C. residents as American citizens.

Congress has a moral obligation and the
constitutional authority to pass this bill. This
country was founded on the principles of no
taxation without representation and consent of
the governed, but D.C. residents are taxed
without representation and cannot consent to
the laws under which they, as American citi-
zens, must live.

This bill would admit the State of Wash-
ington, Douglass Commonwealth into the
Union and reduce the size of the federal dis-
trict. The state would consist of the residential
and commercial portions of present-day D.C.,
and the reduced federal district, which would
remain under Congress’ control, would consist
of the Capitol Complex, the White House, the

Supreme Court, the principal federal monu-
ments and the National Mall area.

This bill complies with the Constitution, in-
cluding the Admissions Clause, the District
Clause and the 23rd Amendment.

The Admissions Clause gives Congress the
authority to admit new states. All 37 new
states were admitted by Congress. No new
state was admitted by constitutional amend-
ment. No state would have to consent to the
admission of the State of Washington, D.C.

The District Clause gives Congress plenary
authority over the federal district and estab-
lishes a maximum size of the federal district.
It does not establish a minimum size or a lo-
cation of the federal district. Congress reduced
the size of the federal district by 30 percent in
1846.

The 23rd Amendment allows the federal dis-
trict to participate in the Electoral College. This
bill would repeal the enabling act for the 23rd
Amendment and the 23rd Amendment would
be repealed quickly. In any event, the 23rd
Amendment does not establish a minimum
size or a location of the federal district.

The Constitution does not establish any pre-
requisites for new states, but Congress gen-
erally has considered three: population and re-
sources, support for statehood and commit-
ment to democracy. The State of Washington,
D.C. would meet each.

D.C.’s population is larger than that of two
states, and the new state would be one of six
states with a population under one million.
D.C. pays more federal taxes per capita than
any state and pays more federal taxes than 23
states. D.C.’s gross domestic product is larger
than that of 17 states. Eighty-six percent of
D.C. residents voted for statehood in 2016. In
fact, D.C. residents have been fighting for vot-
ing representation in Congress and local au-
tonomy for more than 220 years.

| seek statehood for the Americans | am
honored to represent. At the same time, D.C.
statehood is deeply personal for me. My great-
grandfather Richard Holmes, who escaped as
a slave from a Virginia plantation, made it as
far as D.C., a walk to freedom but not to equal
citizenship. For generations, my family has
been denied the rights other Americans take
for granted. There are many other D.C. resi-
dents like me.

| strongly urge my colleagues to support this
bill.

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.
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